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VENUE & TRAVEL INFORMATION
for our main venue
Westminster Cathedral Hall (behind the Cathedral)
Ambrosden Avenue London SW1P 1QW
Cathedral Hall was designed by Cathedral Architect John Francis Bentley, and
represents some of his finest work. When completed in 1902 it was originally
known as Chapter Hall, and was used for liturgical services until the Cathedral
itself was permanently opened on Christmas Eve 1903. Retaining the exquisite
Edwardian features of its original design, it boasts excellent facilities, and is
fully accessible to wheelchair users.
The Hall can seat up to 280 and the Chopin Society are using it for the
majority of their events in 2021-22. Doors open 45 minutes before the start of
the recital. You are requested not to arrive any earlier than that.

GETTING THERE COULDN’T BE SIMPLER
Trains: Victoria mainline station.
Tube: Victoria or St. James’s Park (less than 5 minutes’ walk).
Buses: nos.16, 38, 44, 52, 73, 82, 170, 185, 239, C1, C2 and C10 to
Victoria station, or nos. 11, 24, 211 or 507 stop right outside the
Cathedral.

For a clearer version of this map and a picture of the Hall,
visit www.chopin-society.org.uk/venues
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Concert Diary
CELEBRITY SERIES
at Westminster Cathedral Hall and
Ognisko Polskie (The Polish Hearth Club)
55 Exhibition Rd, London SW7 2PG

Sunday October 9th at 4.30pm

Ognisko Polskie (The Polish Hearth Club)
PROFESSOR JOHN RINK
An audio/visual illustrated talk
“Notes from the Jury: Reflections on the
Chopin Competition”
Members of the Chopin Society: FREE
Friends of the Chopin Society: £10, £8 (seniors)
Non-Members: £14, £12 (seniors), £8 (students)

No refreshments will be served. Ognisko has a bar and
restaurant on the ground floor.
***** SEATS LIMITED—BOOKING ESSENTIAL *****

Sunday October 30th at 4.30pm

Westminster Cathedral Hall
NICOLA EIMER (piano) &
GEMMA ROSEFIELD (cello)
Mendelssohn, Schumann, Chopin, Janácek
Members & Friends of the Chopin Society: FREE
Non-Members: £14, £12 (seniors), £8 (students)
Tea tickets: £7, £5 (students), £4 (Youth Members)

Sunday November 20th at 4.30pm

Westminster Cathedral Hall
LUCY PARHAM (piano)
DAME HARRIET WALTER (narrator) &
ALEX JENNINGS (narrator)
NOCTURNE: The romantic life of Frédéric Chopin
Members of the Chopin Society: FREE
Friends of the Chopin Society: £10, £8 (seniors)
Non-Members: £14, £12 (seniors), £8 (students)
Tea tickets: £7, £5 (students), £4 (Youth Members)

A BOOKING FORM for October 9th
is enclosed with this newsletter for everyone on the postal
mailing list, and will also be sent electronically to those on the emailing list
3

ARTIST NOTES
& PROGRAMMES

the musical waterfront, while including
the great Cello Sonata which Chopin
wrote for his friend Franchomme.
They will play:
Mendelssohn: Variations Concertantes;
Schumann Fantasiestücke, Op.73;
Chopin: Nocturne in B major, Op. 62/1;
Chopin: Nocturne in E major Op. 62/2;
Chopin: Polonaise Brilliante, Op. 3;
Janácek: Pohádka “A Tale”;
Chopin: Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 65

October 9th at 4.30pm
JOHN RINK talk
Notes from the Jury:
Reflections on the Chopin
Competition
The world-renowned authority on
Chopin’s music, Professor John Rink of
Cambridge University, served on the distinguished jury of the Warsaw Chopin
International Piano Competitions of 2015
& 2021. He will share his experiences,
illustrated by film and recordings.

November 20th at 4.30pm
LUCY PARHAM (piano),
DAME HARRIET WALTER &
ALEX JENNINGS (narrators)
Nocturne: The romantic life
of Frédéric Chopin

Ognisko has a magnificent ballroom on
the first floor which we are using for this
event. (There is a lift). Travel directions
are available on our website:
info@chopin-society.org.uk/venues.

This programme of words and music
scripted and adapted from letters and
diaries by Lucy Parham, chronicles the
romantic life of one the greatest and
Booking is essential as seats are limited most popular composers for solo piano –
to 120. A booking form is enclosed. If Frédéric Chopin.
yours is missing, contact Secretary Gill
The narrative follows his turbulent relaNewman by email or write to her at the
tionship with the controversial literary
Society’s address. See page 19.
figure George Sand, their time together
in Majorca, his fragile health and his
ultimate demise in poverty in Paris at the
age of 39.

October 30th at 4.30pm
NICOLA EIMER &
GEMMA ROSEFIELD Recital

The readings are interspersed with some
of his most loved and poignant compositions.

“Parham’s velvet-gloved sonority and
Our first event at Westminster Cathedral rare ability to impart a poetic coherence
to Chopin’s stream-of-consciousness
Hall this season is a cello and piano
recital by two of the stars of our Wigmore flights of inspiration has one listening
afresh.” Julian Haylock, BBC Music
Hall 50th Anniversary Gala last year.
magazine.
Nicola Eimer is an accomplished pianist,
who has played for us regularly since be- “The Best Chopin of the Year” The Times
fore she went to the Royal Academy of
2010.
Music. She returns with her friend, the
remarkable cellist, Gemma Rosefield in a
super programme which certainly covers
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** KEEP THE DATE! **

A
POLITE NOTICE

THERE WILL BE A

NEW YEAR PARTY

The doors officially open 45 minutes
before our concerts start,
which gives plenty of time
for people to find a seat
and settle in.

AT
THE REFORM CLUB, ST. JAMES’S

ON JANUARY 12th

We would really appreciate it
if audience members didn’t arrive
any earlier than this.

DETAILS & A BOOKING FORM
WILL BE SENT OUT
IN DECEMBER

Immediately before a recital
the Steinway tuner is hard at work,
or sometimes the pianist
is warming up,
and neither needs the background
noise and distraction of an audience
coming in and watching
their every move.
Also the Society’s Committee
and caterers
must have time to set things up.
Thank you for your
understanding.

October 15th & 16th

CHOPIN FESTIVAL
AT POSK
SEE PAGE 8
5

A VERY WARM WELCOME
to the latest

CHOPIN SOCIETY
MEMBERS & FRIENDS
Mr. Daisuke Aizawa
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Bradford
Ms. Lillanthie Burkmar
Ms. Angelica Cayzer Anelli
Mr. Xavier Chun Yi Cheung
Master Oscar Dembek
Councillor Janet Evans
Mr. & Mrs. H. Forster
Ms. Anthea Fry
Mrs. Judith Gore
Miss Natalia Gross
Ms. Denise Heywood
Mrs. Mayumi Knight
Mrs. Karolina M. Krzosa
Miss Olivia W. Krzosa
Miss Minah Lee
Mrs. Canan Maxton
Mr. David Maxwell
Mr. Eric McQuaid
Mr. Genki Miyashita
Mr. Michael Normington
Mr. Alan Rainer
Mr. Neil Samuell
Miss Viviana Scott
Ms. Rosemary Shi
Ms. Gillian Sutherland
Mr. Giacomo Tora
Mrs. Eugenie Turton
Mrs. Ela Wernik
Ms. Yisha Xue
Miss Hao Zi Yoh
Mr. Alex Zinovieff
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CHRISTMAS MEMBERS’ MATINÉE
on Sunday December 11th
in
Carlisle Place SW1
By kind permission of Mr. Leslie MacLeod-Miller

3.30pm for 4.00pm
The President & Committee are anxious everyone should understand the
nature of these rather special concerts. “Members’ Matinées” are exactly that. They
are primarily for the benefit of our pianist Members and their friends. No advertising
takes place, and the general public is only admitted as the guests of Members.
These events are free to performers, but Members and guests must pay £14.
It must also be pointed out that these informal afternoons are not part of our
standard concert series. No auditions are held, and the programme is planned
around the repertoire offered rather than the standard of the performers. Anybody
who can play the piano to at least Grade V standard (adult beginners, amateurs,
students & professionals) is welcome to take part. No performance fees are paid.
So, to come to a Members’ Matinée expecting a uniformly professional standard of
playing is to miss the point entirely, and we feel sure that the majority of our
Members understand this very well.
Playing in public is an ordeal at first of course, but a necessary one. Like all
the arts, music is a form of communication; a way of sharing experiences and emotions. And after all, there is nothing quite as encouraging to the performer as some
well-earned applause! Amateur pianists in particular need the motivation of working
towards a performance date. It helps concentrate the mind and results in steady
progress. Piano teachers are therefore very keen on performance opportunities for
their pupils— but in reality these are few and far between.
We like to think we are carrying on a tradition from Chopin’s day, when playing
an instrument was an important social skill, and concerts and impromptu performances of all kinds were often given amongst friends in private houses. In the days
before mass entertainment it was a popular pastime at all levels of society.
Pianists should think carefully about what they would like to play. As a
general rule it is advisable to choose pieces that are well within your
capabilities and not to be too ambitious.
If you have taken part in a Members’ Matinée before, we would prefer you not
to play a piece you have recently played at an earlier Matinée.
Newcomers should know it is not necessary to perform Chopin. Some people
do of course, but it’s always nice to have a mixture of composers. If people want to
perform their own compositions, they must bring a copy of the music, as we do not
allow improvisations.
Important! People who have played at a Members’ Matinée cannot say in their
CVs they have performed for the Chopin Society. It is not a professional engagement.
Booking form enclosed. You are strongly advised to book early to avoid
disappointment, as seats and pianist slots are strictly limited. Carlisle Place is
near Westminster Cathedral. The full venue address plus travel directions (if
requested) will be sent to successful applicants with their tickets.
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The Chopin Festival

Polish Social and Cultural Centre POSK, 238-246 King St, London W6 0RF
Saturday 15th October 2022
GALA CONCERT @ 18.00 POSK THEATRE
Janusz Olejniczak International Chopin Competition Laureate
Adam Palma (Guitar); Ewa Majcherczyk (Soprano), Marcin Gesla (Bass),
Ewa Ośinska (Piano), Artur Haftman ( Piano )
CHOPIN JAZZ @ 20.30 POSK JAZZ CLUB
Alle Choir London—feat. Kevin Fox
John Donegan (piano) and Stephen Ellery (Saxophone) plus bass & percussion
Sunday 16th August 2022
ŁAŹIENKI CONCERT @ 15.00 POSK THEATRE
Kamil Pacholec International Chopin Competition Finalist
Liza Rakovska (Harp), Leonor Luz ( Flute) and Rozanna Madylus (mezzo-soprano)
John Paul Ekins ( piano) with dance artist Natalia Meksa
FILM SCREENING @18.00 POSK THEATRE
Chopin: Desire for Love directed by Jerzy Antczak, with Piotr Adamczyk and
Danuta Stenka
The POSK gallery will host a Chopin Exhibition, jointly organised by the POSK Library
and The Fryderyk Chopin Institute in Warsaw. The opening of the exhibition will be
on Saturday 15th October at 16.00.
There will be talk given by The Fryderyk Chopin Institute on Saturday afternoon at
17.00 before the Gala Concert.
On Sunday afternoon at 14.00, before the Łaźienki concert, there will be a talk given by
Lady Rose Cholmondeley on Chopin’s visit to Britain, 1848
Tickets at EVENTBRITE

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-relief-society-for-poles-trust-amp-posk-29093419267

The Chopin Festival is a joint collaboration between The Relief Society For Poles Trust
(Charity No. 327128) & The Polish Social & Cultural Centre POSK (Charity No 236745),
and is produced by Janusz Sikora-Sikorski KC*SG
Address for the Festival:
The Polish Social and Cultural Centre POSK, 238-246 King St, London W6 0RF
Honorary Committee
Lady Rose Cholmondeley—President & Co-Chairman The Chopin Society UK
Professor Norman Davies—Historian, Writer
Ewa Sławińska-Dahlig—Director of The Fryderyk Chopin Society in Poland
Artur Szklener—Director of The Fryderyk Chopin Institute in Poland
HE Piotr Wilczek—Ambassador of Poland to The Court of St. James’s
Msgr. Stefan Wylężek—Rector of The Polish Catholic Mission in England & Wales
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JOIN THE CHOPIN SOCIETY
AS A MEMBER NOW
UNTIL THE END OF THIS
MEMBERSHIP YEAR

FOR HALF THE ANNUAL PRICE!
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION WILL RUN
UNTIL MARCH 31st 2023
YOU’LL GET FREE ENTRY TO OUR STANDARD
CONCERTS & TALKS, RECEIVE REGULAR
NEWSLETTERS, ENJOY REDUCED TICKET PRICES &
PRIORITY BOOKING FOR OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY,
AND BE ENTITLED TO TAKE PART IN OR ATTEND
ONE OF OUR FAMOUS MEMBERS’ MATINEES

MEMBERSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE AT CONCERTS,
OR GO TO THE WEBSITE
www.chopin-society.org.uk
Or you could
EMAIL info@chopin-society.org.uk
and we’ll send a form for you to print out and fill in.
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HURRAH!!!
We have

9,431
Facebook likes
We cannot stop
audience members
taking
photographs on
their mobile phones.
But if you use flash,
please wait until
the pianist
is acknowledging
applause.

Join them online
for all the latest
Chopin news,
and photos of our
events

Do not photograph
them when they
are playing.

www.facebook.com/
chopinsociety.org.uk

Thank you.
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KEEP RIGHT UP TO
DATE …
with the latest Chopin Society
news & photos via our website
and Facebook account.
Secretary Gill Newman will
also be happy to email you
with concert reminders
if she has your address. You do
not need to be a member of the
Society. So if you’ve only
recently gone online—or
changed email providers—do
let her know.

Please
remember

We now need your permission
to email you, and you can of
course opt out at any time.

to

SILENCE

Be assured we will never
share your email or postal
address with third parties,
being bound by the
provisions of the
Data Protection Act.

Digital watches,
Pagers etc.
and
SWITCH OFF
Mobile phones
before the
Recital begins.
Thank you.
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STAY FOR TEA
and meet the artists
‘Tea’ is in fact a generous buffet consisting of a variety of freshly
made sandwiches with traditional fillings, (including veggie
options), savouries, crisps and cheese straws. Then there’s homemade cakes and chocolate biscuits, all served with your choice of
tea, coffee, fruit juice, mineral water or a glass of rather good wine.
It’s nice to chat too, and so easy to make friends when you’ve all
just listened to a wonderful concert. The artists usually attend the
tea and are happy to meet the audience. So why not give it a go!
We can serve up to 70 people.
Tea tickets are a very reasonable £7, or £5 (students). Youth
Members pay £4. Additional glasses of wine available at £2 each.
Book in advance: info@chopin-society.org.uk 0203 144 0033, or
buy a tea ticket on the door on the day.
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THE CHOPIN SOCIETY UK

97A Onslow Square, London SW7 3LU

UK Reg. Charity No. 271562. Founded 1971 by Lucie Swiatek

The President’s Letter

September 9th 2022

Dear Members & Friends,
It is with much sadness that I just heard of the death of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II. There have been few monarchs as respected and well-loved by so
many as our Queen, and we have been fortunate to have lived during her reign.
In the last Newsletter I mentioned that membership had grown back to pre-Covid
levels, thanks to a big influx of Members, but we missed out on printing their names,
so you will see an extra long list of new Members in this edition (page 6).
On April 24th Martin James Bartlett gave us a wonderfully stylish performance of
works from a wide range of composers, proving his star quality yet again. He is not
only a real virtuoso, but also exceptionally enjoyable to listen to. We hope he will
perform regularly for the Society—and he has assured me that he will!

Due to the appalling situation in Ukraine, the sanctions the UK imposed on Russia
have led to the cancellation of visits from Russian ballet companies and artists such
as Valery Gergiev.
Before the last Newsletter was printed, with all this in mind, I approached the agents
of our artist for May, Anna Tsybuleva, and told them that, with regret, we should
cancel her concert. In fact I fully expected that under the circumstances, her trip to
England from Moscow would be cancelled by the agents anyway. While not
engaged in a military war with Russia, the West is involved in an economic war, and
to pay money to Russian artists for them to take home would seem to many to be
defeating the purpose.
Indeed, around this time we saw a Facebook post from Norman Lebrecht showing a
picture of a Russian pianist who had recently performed at the Théâtre du Champs
Elyssées in Paris, giving an impromptu “victory” concert in Mariupol—before it had
actually fallen. “What was the theatre thinking when they booked her”? he asked.
To my surprise the agents did not comprehend the situation at all, and said that if
we cancelled Miss Tsybuleva’s concert we would have to pay her a cancellation fee
amounting to the full performance fee. As the AGM was scheduled to take place
before the concert, a concert had to be provided. Our finances would not allow us to
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pay two artists’ fees for one artist, so I replied that in that case we would have no
alternative but to go ahead with her concert, but in all honesty I could not promise it
would receive a good reception. In fact quite a few of the Committee had already
told me they intended to attend the AGM but leave before the concert. Receiving no
response from the agents we printed Miss Tsybuleva’s concert in the Newsletter.
Then, just ten days before the concert date, the agents emailed to say Miss
Tsybuleva wished to cancel after all.
We were extremely fortunate that Valentin Schiedermair agreed to fill in at short
notice. He is always a popular pianist and his recital of works by Scarlatti, Soler,
Beethoven, Liszt, Schubert & Chopin was a triumph.
Ian Fountain is an amazing pianist who does not play enough in London. We were
delighted when he agreed to take part in the Society’s 50th Anniversary Series on
June 12th. This concert to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was held at the
Royal Over Seas League in the Princess Alexandra Hall, as Westminster Cathedral
Hall was closed for the Summer. The first half showed outstanding Chopin playing,
and the second half—which consisted of the monumental Hammerklavier Sonata—
was in total contrast and equally impressive. The concert was a sell-out and enjoyed
by everyone in the excellent hall with its lovely concert grand.
I must apologise that the tea afterwards for which we were charged £7 a head, was
so inadequate, and thank those who missed out for not complaining and making a
fuss. It is worth noting that the cost of a “proper” tea at ROSL is £30, whereas for
something very similar (though also including wine) at Westminster Cathedral Hall
we charge £7. It is likely though that we may have to put this price up in the future.
The AGM took place on 15th May before Valentin’s concert, and in the course of it
Chizuko Winter, Angelica Cayzer Anelli, Alexandra Littaye and Marina Chan were all
voted onto the Committee. Alexandra Littaye is now Mrs. Matthew Lloyd Philipps,
and we congratulate her on her recent wedding.

A Members’ Matinée was held at Petersham Lodge thanks to the kind hospitality of
Princess Josephine Loewenstein. I must apologise here to Princess Josephine for
getting the timing wrong and telling everyone it started at 4.00pm—the usual time—
when in fact, because of strike problems, it was decided at the last minute to start at
5.00pm. I also apologise to the audience, who had an hour’s wait. One good thing
resulting from the delay was that people had a chance to visit the exceptionally
beautiful gardens of Petersham Lodge, something there is not usually much time
for, and which would have been impossible later in the afternoon due to heavy rain.
The concert was followed by an utterly delicious tea.
We were warned it would not be easy starting up again after the Covid lockdowns,
and we do seem to have had more problems than usual over the past few months.
Significant changes to the Society may well have to take place in the future, but in
the meanwhile we shall continue as usual for the rest of this year.
On October 9th the eminent Chopin scholar, Professor John Rink of Cambridge
University, will be giving a talk for us at Ognisko Polskie. Professor Rink was on the
Jury of the International Chopin Competition in Warsaw both in 2015 and 2021, and
his talk will be called “Notes from the Jury: Reflections on the Chopin Competition”.
It will be accompanied by audio visual footage from the Competition.
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The talk is free to Members, but as seating is limited we advise you to book quickly.
A booking form is enclosed for Members and the mailing list. We will not be
providing refreshments on this occasion, but people can avail themselves of
Ognisko’s famous bar and restaurant afterwards.
All our thanks to Professor Rink for very kindly giving this talk without taking a fee.
The Society much appreciates his supporting us in this way.
On October 30th Gemma Rosefield (cello) and Nicola Eimer (piano) present a
wonderful programme of Mendelssohn, Janácek, Schumann, and the Polonaise
Brillante and Sonata of Chopin at Westminster Cathedral Hall. Many of you will
remember their superb performance of the Chopin Cello Sonata at the Society’s
50th Anniversary Gala at Wigmore Hall last October.
On November 20th Lucy Parham (former winner of the BBC Young Musician of the
Year) will be presenting her programme “NOCTURNE: The romantic life of Frédéric
Chopin”, assisted by Dame Harriet Walter and Alex Jennings, two of Britain’s foremost actors. This will also take place in Westminster Cathedral Hall.
On December 11th this year, Leslie MacLeod Miller has very kindly offered to host a
Christmas Members’ Matinée at his flat in Carlisle Place. A booking form is
enclosed for Members.

We are planning to hold a New Year’s Party at the Reform Club in St. James’s on
January 12th next year as a formal end to the delayed 50th Anniversary Series.
Invitations will be sent out in due course.
The Party has been made possible thanks to a bequest of £6,600 left to the Society
by Honorary Member Mrs. Joyce Harasowska, who died recently. Mrs. Harasowska
was married to the distinguished Chopinist, Adam Harasowski, who she met through
the Chopin Society in its early days. Harasowski wrote an interesting book “The
Skein of Legends around Chopin”, exposing the myths which had been published as
facts in other books about Chopin. Unfortunately, his reputation was somewhat undermined by his endorsement of letters purportedly written by Chopin to his
supposed mistress Delfina Potocka, letters which were later proved to be forgeries.
The Harasowskis were a delightful couple and great supporters of the Society.
I remember them as part of a group of Members who visited Paris and Nohant in
the early 1990s. Mr. Harasowski must have been over 80 then, as were Ruth &
Ernest Wittman—also of the party. This bequest from Mrs. Harasowska was a kind
thought and is greatly appreciated by us.
We are sad to report that Sarah Richards, a Life Member, has also died.
In October 2021, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Culture for Poland, Piotr
Gliński, visited London and the Chopin Society Committee met with him at Ognisko
Polskie. He told us that the Polish Government was particularly interested in the
heritage of Fryderyk Chopin and in acquiring what it could of this heritage.

I told him about the building at 99 Eaton Place where Chopin gave the first of his
two semi-public concerts in London, and about the Chopin Society’s failed attempt
to acquire the building when it came up for redevelopment in the early 1970s.
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I sent all the newspaper cuttings about this to Minister Gliński and to the Director of
the Chopin Institute in Warsaw, Dr. Artur Szklener, who both expressed interest in
possibly buying the building—or at least some of it—for a Chopin museum.
One substantial flat on the ground floor is up for sale and Dr. Szklener came to
London to see it, but unfortunately that same day the owners tested positive for
Covid so could not let us in.
Nevertheless, our Vice President Deniz Gelenbe, Co-Chair Marek Ostas and I had
the opportunity to take Dr. Szklener and his assistant Aleksander Laskowski to
lunch so as to discuss the matter in depth.
Basically everything hinges on whether it might in the future be possible to acquire
the first floor flat where Chopin actually performed, but buying the ground floor now
would certainly be a start.
Of course, if a museum were set up it would be the ideal place to house the Chopin
Society’s own collection of Chopinalia.
This started with some pictures our founder, Lucie Swiatek, left to the Society, as
well as some rather interesting, if slightly dubious, items which were included with
Arthur Hedley’s papers when they came to us. Since then, some important medals,
portraits and a letter of Chopin’s—among other things—have also been added.
Most recently, a bronze hand from a cast by the sculptor August Clésinger (Solange
Sand’s husband), taken immediately following his death, was bought by the Society
to add to the collection. Several hands were made from the cast, but this is the only
one signed and dated by Clésinger himself.
The Society has never had the sort of funds to make it worth while investing in the
stock market, and interest rates have stayed so low that there has not been much
expectation from that point of view. Making a small, but good quality collection
seemed a sensible way in which to invest some of the Society’s money.
The Chopin Society is always pleased to encourage other people to present Chopin
events, provided their artistic and organisational standards are high.
One of our Members, Janusz Sikora-Sikorski, is organising a two-day Chopin
Festival at POSK in King Street Hammersmith on 15th & 16th October. Both I and
the Chopin Society are endorsing the event. I have agreed to be a Member of the
Honorary Committee and am giving a talk on Chopin in Britain at 2pm on the 15th in
the Jazz Club at POSK. The Chopin Society is supporting the Programme. A flier
about the Festival is enclosed with booking details and further information can be
found on page 8 of this Newsletter.
October will be a busy month for the Society! I wish you all happy concert-going.
Yours sincerely,

Rose Cholmondeley
President
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THE CHOPIN SOCIETY WEBSITE
www.chopin-society.org.uk
has everything
you want to know
about us, including:

the history of the Society

a fully searchable Concert Archive
photos of the 2010
Chopin bicentenary
Lancaster House Gala
details of forthcoming concerts
for the next few months
maps and full travel information for our venues

Information on how to join the Society,
any special offers
and a downloadable membership form
Plus fascinating articles on:
Chopin’s last recital
Chopin’s visit to Britain in 1848
The mystery of Chopin’s birth
Chopin’s heart
and of course …. a copy of the latest Newsletter

So have you seen it yet?
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During the membership year of 2019-20 THE CHOPIN SOCIETY of
the UK had 268 Patrons, Honorary Members, Life Members,
Members and Friends. It offers monthly piano recitals plus
occasional talks, Galas and other special events in venues across
London. In 2022-23 we are presenting another superb series of
concerts with excellent artists—Covid permitting.
Our piano - a 2015 Steinway Model B Grand, was chosen for us in
Hamburg by Steinway’s Head of Concert & Artists’ Services, Ulrich
Gerhartz, and President Rose Cholmondeley, assisted by Craig Terry,
Managing Director of Steinway’s in London. It is maintained by
Steinway & Sons, who tune it before each recital and service it
regularly. The piano is housed at Westminster Cathedral Hall.
Programmes always include works by Chopin, with some consisting
entirely of Chopin. We engage established international pianists and a
selection of the best of the new generation of professionals, as well
as—from time to time—respected lecturers and Chopin specialists.
In addition to our regular concert series we also give amateur,
professional and student pianists the opportunity to play several times a
year at Members’ Matinées, held in private houses in Greater London.
These extremely popular events are not open to the general public.
Only Members and their guests may attend if they have bought tickets,
but pianists come free. You must be a paid-up Member of the Society to
perform in Members’ Matinées. No fees are paid to performers on these
occasions and they do not count as professional engagements.
Most of our concerts are followed by an informal Reception and
buffet tea consisting of freshly-made sandwiches, savouries, chocolate
biscuits and homemade cakes, accompanied by quality wine, coffee,
tea, juice or mineral water, plus the chance to meet the artist and also
make new friends. An extra charge is made for this if you wish to stay
for it (see page 13). We can cater for up to 70.
For information on joining The Chopin Society go to our website
www.chopin-society.org.uk Click on the “Join the Society” link on the
homepage, and download an application form, or ask at any recital.
YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER TO ATTEND RECITALS
Non-Members are welcome at all our regular concerts. Ticket
prices are on page 3. You are recommended to book in advance.
Book online via WeGotTickets.com (search for Chopin Society).
Tickets may also be available on the door on the day unless stated.
For enquiries give Gillian Newman a ring on 0203 144 0033 or
email her: info@chopin-society.org.uk
Please note: no concerts take place at Onslow Square.
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The Chopin Society

Registered Charity No. 271562 Founded 1971 by Lucie Swiatek

Registered office: 97A Onslow Square, London SW7 3LU
Phone: 0203 144 0033 info@chopin-society.org.uk www.chopin-society.org.uk

ROYAL PATRON: HRH Princess Alexandra
HONORARY PRESIDENT: Mr. Murray Perahia KBE
PATRONS:
The Earl of St. Andrews The Marquess of Cholmondeley KCVO
Sir David Davies Mr. John Gilhooly CBE Leonora Countess of Lichfield
HSH Princess Josephine Loewenstein Dr. & Mrs. Jozef Przybylski
The Dowager Viscountess Rothermere Mr. & Mrs. Mark Tompkins

HONORARY MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mrs. Sulamita Aronovsky FRSA
The Lady Belhaven & Stenton
Mr. Jonathan Benthall &
The Hon. Mrs. Zamira Menuhin Benthall
Mr. & The Hon. Mrs. Alec Cobbe
Mrs. Irena Delmar
The Director of the Polish Cultural Institute
Miss Jessica Duchen
Professor Jean-Jacques Eigeldinger
Mr. Philip Fowke
Professor Erol Gelenbe Chev. LH
Miss Angela Hewitt OBE
Mrs. Barbara Kaczmarowska Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. Jaroslaw Kozminski
Mr. Piers Lane
Miss Angela Lear
Mr. Bryce Morrison
Lord Murphy of Torfaen
Mr. Terry New MA
Miss Cristina Ortiz
Lady Panufnik
Professor John Rink DMus Cambridge
Professor Jim Samson
Miss Diane Shiach
Mrs. Elzbieta Stanhope
Mr. Craig Terry
Miss Valerie Tryon
Professor Alan Walker
Mrs. Hanna Wroblewska-Straus
Count Adam Zamoyski

The Lady Rose Cholmondeley ARCM
President & Co-Chairman
Mr. Christopher Eimer
Mrs. Deniz Arman Gelenbe BMus MSc Juilliard
School
Vice Presidents
Mr. Charles Grant
Mr. Marek Ostas
Co-Chairmen
Ms. Clare Bowring
Mrs. Tazeen Repa
Mrs. Margaret Szostak
Acting Vice Chairmen
Mrs. Angela Delbourgo
Treasurer
Mrs. Gillian Newman
Secretary
Mr. Leslie MacLeod-Miller
Legal Advisor
Miss Moira Mullen
Minutes Secretary
The Lady Rose Cholmondeley
Artistic Director
Mr. Adam Repa
Assistant Artistic Director
Ms. Angelica Cayzer Anelli
Ms. Marina Chan
Mrs. Alexandra Lloyd Philipps
Mrs. Barbara McCarthy
Mrs. Anna Ossowska
Mrs. Chizuko Winter
Front of House
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STEINWAY & SONS
ARE PROUD
TO SUPPORT
THE CHOPIN SOCIETY

Steinway Hall
44 Marylebone Lane
London
W1U 2DB
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